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of this name were made in gold and in silver,
the former called peso de oro, and the lat-
ter peso de plata. To-day the monetary unit
of Spain is the peseta (which see).
PESSIMISM, pes'i mis'm, a dark view of
life held- by those who believe there is more
evil than good in the world. The advocates
of this doctrine find justification for it in
what they consider the unmerited and un-
reasonable suffering that forms so large a
part of common experience. Though or-
dinarily regarded as merely the product of
morbidness, pessimism, in its best expres-
sion, is a craving for perfection, for a brighter
and more joyous life than the one we know,
and its gloom is proportional to the extent
life fails to measure up to the ideal. The
pessimistic view of life is developed and
systematized in the philosophy of Schopen-
hauer.
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PESTALOZZI, john eedtrich (1746-
1827), one of the most celebrated educational
reformers of the nineteenth century, was
born at Zurich, Switzerland, and educated in
the Zurich Latin School and the public uni-
versity. Early in life he became acquainted
with the wretchedness of the lower classes,
and after failing in several occupations, he
decided to devote
his life to the work
of a teacher. He
opened his house at
Neuhof to the chil-
dren of the poor,
and in addition to
the instruction of
the home, he used '
his farm as a means
of giving them in-
dustrial training.
However, his efforts
were not appre-
ciated, and his enterprise failed for want of
proper support But his experience had
made him so thoroughly acquainted with the
conditions of society that he resolved to con-
tinue the work. About this time he published
Leonard and Gertrude, a work in which he
set forth his ideas of education.
In 1798 he opened a school at Stanz for
orphan children who had been deprived of
their homes through the French invasion of
Switzerland. Within a few months, however,
the military situation compelled him to
tibandon the school, and he removed to Berg-
doif where he opened a tuition school, which
 was later removed to Yverdun. It was in
this school that Pestalozzi established his
reputation as an educational reformer. Here
he gathered about him pupils from nearly
every country of Europe and from the United
States. Such was the reputation of his school
that it was visited by the rulers and leading
educators of the world. However, he was not
a good administrator, and within a few years
dissensions arose among the faculty, which
caused the school to lose its influence, and
finally Pestalozzi was obliged to give it up-,
He died in comparative poverty.
Pestalozzi's Influence. The value of
Pestalozzi's work as an educator consists
largely in the principles which he set forth
and attempted to put into practice. He be-
lieved that the principles of education were
to be found in human nature, and that this
nature consisted of physical, intellectual and
moral capabilities, all of which should bo
trained. He also believed that it was the
duty of the teacher to remove obstructions
from the way of his pupils and to stimulate
them in the exercise of all their powers. He
was a strong advocate of education through
observation, or the cultivation of the senses,
and believed that all knowledge began in this
way, and that the child should acquire his
ideas through his own activity, under the
direction of the teacher. He was a strong
advocate of industrial education and believed
that it should go hand in hand with intellec-
tual and moral training. The soundness of
his principles is shown from the fact that
they now form the foundation of the system
of instruction in the normal and public
schools of America and the leading countries
of Europe. Consult De Guimps' Pestatowi,
His Life and Work.
PETAIN, henri philippe (1856-1924), a
great French military leader, the hero of the
defense of Verdun, and one of three generals
who were awarded the title of marshal of
France for services rendered during the
World War. The others were Joffre and
Foeh. Petain was born near Calais, and was
educated at the military school at Saint
Cyr. In August, 1914, at the outbreak of the
World War, he was a colonel, but was at once
placed in charge of a brigade, and by Septem-
ber had been made general of a division, he-
cause of the valiant conduct of his brigade
in the retreat from Charleroi to the Marne.
In the spring of 1915 he led the 23rd army
corps in the Battle of Champagne, and in

